INFORMATION BULLETIN

Your 2026 Combined Assessment &
Property Tax Notice Explained

ATHABASCA
COUNTY

Taxes are due Friday, July 31, 2026. Our office hours are 8 AM to 4 PM.

AVOID PENALTIES:

On August 1, 2026 a statutory penalty of 4% must be applied to late tax payments.

MUNICIPAL TAXES

Municipalities are required by the Municipal Government Act to
assess values of properties for purposes of taxation.

Tax rates applied to property assessments are determined by
Council once approving the annual operating and capital budgets.
The tax levy is calculated as follows: Assessed Value (5) x
Tax Rate/1000 = Tax Levy (S).

Minimum Tax
Athabasca County implements a minimum tax of $50. If the
minimum municipal portion of your property tax is less than the
minimum tax, an amount will be added to equal that minimum
amount of 550

Tax Ratios for Different Assessment Classes

Provincial rules establish different assessment classes for properties,
based on their use: residential, non-residential, farmland, and
machinery and equipment. The County complies with the provincial
rules and currently has a 4 to 1 ratio between the non-residential tax
rate and residential tax rate.

Small Business Property Sub-Class Bylaw

To help out small businesses, County Council adopted Small Business
Sub-Class Bylaw 12-2023. This bylaw allows small businesses to
reduce the non-residential portion of your municipal taxes by 25%.

If you run a small business in Athabasca County with fewer than
25 full-time employees, you may qualify for a tax reduction.

Annual application must be submitted by January 31 each year to
qualify. Visit www.athabascacounty.smallbusiness for details.

Requisitions

Athabasca County collects its municipal portion of the taxes as well

as taxes on behalf of other requisitioning or governing bodies.

* Provincial School Requisition = school tax

* Greater North Foundation Requisition — senior |lodges and
housing programs

* Designated Industrial Property (DIP) Requisition — only applies
to DIP properties (assessed by the provincial assessor)

Taxes collected on behalf of the Provincial Government and Greater
North Foundation are mandatory amounts set by these entities, not
the municipality, that must be remitted directly.

Assessment Information

2025 PROPERTY ASSESSMENTS

In 2025 our contracted assessors, Accurate
Assessment Group, completed the yearly 20%
re-inspection of properties in the Boyle
area as part of the 20% re-inspection of
all properties every five (5) years.

In 2026, the assessor will re-inspect
properties in the Wandering River and
Al-Pac area.

YOUR TAX NOTICE IS SEPARATED INTO THREE TAXES

Municipal - portion used for municipal operations and local services;
School — collected on behalf of the Provincial Government (Alberta

School Foundation Fund); and

Greater North — collected on behalf of the Greater North

Foundation to support senior lodging in the area.

Below is a summary of taxes levied between 2024 and 2026.

Muni-ﬁ.ipa! |Provincial Greater North
School Tax Foundation
2024 S 30,417,592 | $ 5.737,921 | S 303,180
2025 S 33,573,721 | S 6,639,703 | S 360,871
2026 S 35143,169|S5 7879568 | S 389,402

INCREASE IN PROVINCIAL PROPERTY SCHOOL TAXES

Athabasca County does not control the provincial property
school tax but is required to collect it and transfer the funds to
the Government of Alberta. The province determines the amount
needed from property taxes to help fund Alberta’s K-12 schools.

Over the past three years, the Government of Alberta has increased
this tax by more than $1 billion with the goal of raising more

revenue to cover a third of school costs.

Contact Us

Phone: 780-675-2273 | 1-844-662-2273
Email: info@athabascacounty.com

3602 - 48th Avenue, Athabasca, AB T9S 1M38

Ratepayer Summary Reports are available at www.athabascacounty.maps
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TOTAL COUNTY REVENUES

Athabasca County receives revenues from multiple sources to fund
services provided to residents. The chart below illustrates the total
revenue by source for the 2026 budget year.

Requisitions collected by Athabasca County on behalf of the
Greater North Foundation and Alberta Education are not included in
these revenues.

Reserve
Transfers
10%

General
Revenues
17%

WHAT YOUR PROPERTY TAXES FUND

Athabasca County is responsible for providing a wide range of
services, including road maintenance, fire protection, bylaw
enforcement, agricultural services (weed and wildlife control), and
municipal services, such as water and waste disposal.

Planning, Economic
Development & Ag

$3.1M

Common Services,
Transportation, &
Airport
$25.7 M

OPERATING
EXPENDITURES
S52.8 M

FC55

S1.7 M
Administration

$12.0M

Recreation & Culture,
Cemetery
$33M

Online Information

The 2026 Athabasca County Budget is available on-line by visiting our website at www.athabascacounty.budget.

APPROVED CAPITAL PROJECTS

County capital projects are strategic, long-term investments in
essential public infrastructure. Examples include road
rehabilitation, utility upgrades, bridge and culvert replacements,
and new assets. These initiatives are guided by multi-year capital
plans and funded through municipal budgets, reserves, or external
grants. Below is a summary of some of the capital projects
approved for 2026.

Asphalt Overlay Program

The County’s 10-year Surfaced Road Maintenance Plan prioritizes
upgrades to existing surfaced roads, including chip seal and asphalt
overlays, to extend their lifespan and protect investments. About
8.6 km of road will be addressed each year.

Al-Pac Bridge Rehabilitation Project
Supported by multiple partners and provincial grant funding, this
project will extend the bridge’s life by 20 years.

Island Lake Regional Waterline Project

This project will bring reliable drinking water to residents west of
Athabasca, adding 21 km of pipeline and a new fill station,
primarily funded by a provincial grant.

Grader Replacement Program
The County is implementing a grader replacement program to
maximize efficiency, reduce downtime, and control grader costs.

Funding for One Bridge Replacement

The County will continue ongoing bridge repairs and maintenance,
including inspections and proactive upkeep, and has set aside
funding for one potential bridge replacement pending grant
approval.

Emergency Services Enhancements

Grant funding will pay for a term Regional FireSmart Coordinator
role to improve wildfire mitigation and education. In addition, the
purchase of a new fire engine has been confirmed, as well as the
delivery of two new brush units to support frontline response
capacity across the region.

New Infrastructure Services Shop

The County has purchased a shop located east of Athabasca. This
acquisition will replace the aging facility currently in use within the
Town of Athabasca, providing upgraded space and resources for
County operations.

The new location will enhance service efficiency and better
accommodate the needs of staff and equipment.

Various Projects and Purchases
These projects include lift station upgrades in Rochester, new
playground equipment, highway signage, a community

transportation bus, truck fill upgrades, and mowers.

Printed copies are available by request.
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HOW TO PAY YOUR TAXES

There are many ways to pay
Athabasca County accepts the following payment methods: cheque

(current and postdated to the last business day in July), cash, money
order, debit, and bank drafts.

Payment receipts will only be mailed upon request.

IN PERSON

Administration Building

3602 - 48th Avenue, Athabasca, AB

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

DROP BOX

Administration Building

3602 - 48th Avenue, Athabasca, AB
Located to the left of the front entrance

MAIL

Cheque or money order

Make all cheques payable to Athabasca County,

3602 - 48 Avenue, Athabasca, AB T95 1M8

Property taxes must be paid or postmarked by the due
date to avoid penalties.

BANK
Pay at most financial institutions with a copy of the tax
notice or reminder notice

ONLINE ;'TELEPHCINE BANKING
Payee: Athabasca County - Taxes
Account Number: Roll number

PAYSIMPLY.CA

Credit Card / PayPal / e-transfer

Register to allow for payments.

*Convenience fee applies. Allow 3 business days for
processing

ONGROROR N

TAX INSTALLMENT PAYMENT PLAN (TIPP)

TIPP is a popular way to pay property taxes. Instead of one large
payment, you can make smaller monthly payments, automatically
deducted from your bank account on the 15th day of each month.
This method simplifies budgeting and reduces the risk of late
payment penalties.

To enroll in our TIPP program, contact the Athabasca County Office

or visit www.athabascacounty.tipp.

PENALTIES

Please note that penalties will be applied to all accounts not paid by
the due date as specified on your tax notice. Penalties are applied
as follows:

* 4% levied August 1 of the current year taxes

e 8% levied November 1 of the current year taxes

 12% levied May 1 of the total outstanding balance

DID YOU KNOW?

ALBERTA’S NEW POLICE FUNDING MODEL:
WHAT IT MEANS TO MUNICIPALITIES

The Government of Alberta’s new Police Funding Regulation,
effective since April 2020, requires municipalities to pay a
greater share of policing costs. This change shifts part of the
RCMP funding burden from the province to local
municipalities, including those that previously did not
contribute. The intent is to create a fairer funding model for

front-line policing for all municipalities.

Previously, the province covered 70% and the federal
government 30% of RCMP policing costs in rural areas and
small towns. Now, rural municipalities are taking on an
increasing share—rising to 22% in 2026-27 and 30% over five
years, with costs based on population, property values, and
call volume.

For example, Athabasca County’s police costs are projected
to nearly triple by 2030. These increases are mandated by
provincial law, leaving municipalities with little control.
Policing costs are funded through property taxes, reducing
funds available for other local services and projects.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Do seniors have to pay school taxes?

Yes, the school tax is a tax on property assessment; therefore, seniors who own property must pay the school property tax. The
Government of Alberta has implemented programs to assist seniors. The Seniors Property Tax Deferral Program allows eligible senior
homeowners to defer all or part of their property tax payments through a low-interest home equity loan. For more information, please
contact our office at 780-675-2273.

How do | update/change my mailing address?

It is important to ensure that your address is correct to receive property tax notices and other correspondence. Non-receipt of your
property tax bill does not exempt you from tax payment deadlines nor late payment penalties. It is the property owners’ responsibility to
ensure their Land Title record is accurate and up to date. To update your mailing address, please contact or visit the County office.

What is the difference between Rural Address, Mailing Address and Legal Description?

e Rural Address is a standardized “blue sign” address assigned by the municipality for emergency services (911), courier delivery or to find
a property.

» Mailing Address is a Box#, RR# or Site/Comp# Town/City/Province followed by a postal code registered by Canada Post for receiving
mail and parcels.

e Legal Land Description is a detailed land survey identifier used to identify location of a specific piece of land registered on a certificate
of title at the Land Titles Office. Typically formatted as Quarter-Section-Township-Range-Meridian and or Plan-Block-Lot.

My property is zoned as agricultural. Why am | assessed as residential and not farmiand?

If the property does not meet the definition of agriculture, as defined in the Municipal Government Act, it will not be assessed as farmland.
Farming operations includes the actual, active use of the land for the raising, production, and sale of agricultural products on a for-profit
basis. In summary, if a parcel is zoned as farmland but is not raising, producing, and selling an agricultural product, it will be assessed as
residential.

Why does my assessment say “Improved Residential” when nothing has been improved?
Improved Residential is used to reference the buildings on the property, such as a house or garage. Use of this wording in no way means an

improvement or upgrade was made over the last assessment.

What changes to the property will affect the assessment?
A property's assessment will change based on many different variables. Some of the more commaon items could be new buildings, removal
of buildings, land use changes, and subdivision of the land.

Why am | assessed and taxed Residential for vacant land/bush quarter that does not have a residence?

As per legislation, there are four assessment classes that at least one must be assigned to every property. The four classes are Farmland,
Non-Residential, Machinery and Equipment, and Residential. The legislation states that if neither of the first three exist, then the Residential
assessment class must be applied.

FILING AN ASSESSMENT COMPLAINT

You are encouraged to contact the County Tax and Assessment Department to discuss your assessment "

prior to filing an assessment complaint. If you still feel your property assessment is incorrect, you are
able to file an assessment complaint within 60 days from the Notice of Assessment date.

Details on how to file an assessment complaint about your assessment are outlined at the bottom of your tax
notice. If an assessment complaint is filed, taxes must be paid by the due date to avoid penalties.
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