Weeds - What? Who? Why? How?

Why Control Weeds? What’s That Plant?

Weeds create many problems for farmers, land- Find a plant that you've never seen before? There’s a

County Spray

owners and the ecosystem. They can: chance that it could be a noxious weed. There are a Pro grams
» Cause a decrease in agricultural production by number of ways to identify an unknown plant.
reducing crop quality and yield iNaturalist, and PictureThis are two apps that can identi- Fence Line Spray Program
e Serve as a host for disease and insects fy plants from a photograph. Google Photo searches are . .
_ Athabasca County will spray fence lines along
o Cause toxicity problems in humans and live- another method. If you are still concerned, please call county roads for free, and internal fence lines at
stock 2 sl DEperiment el (780) 60 227 a rate of $75/half mile. Free fence lines typically
¢ Inedible to wildlife and livestock involve a UTV boom sprayer driving inside the
« Compete with native vegetation for light, water Ty pes o f Weed Control ];an%e e SEREIIG 2102 (EEe e enl e
and nutrients itch.
e Become an eyesore e Some actions that can be taken to reduce or
e Create visibility issues in transportation corri- prevent weed establishment include: Special Project Program
dors e Mowing This is for non-fence line areas such as yards,

e (Can be a fire hazard

«  Plant competitive, native, “non-weed” species field headlands, and pastures. The rate for this

_ type of spraying work is $100/acre with a mini-
Classes of Weeds » Hand pulling mum charge of 1 acre.
o Tillage

Prohibited Noxious— Pose a serious threat and

must be destroyed. These weeds spread rapidly and e Herbicides Weed Incentive Rebate Program
are highly competitive. Weeds in this category are . . . .
restricted to prevent establishment in Alberta o Prevent overgrazing This program is to help assist landowners who

control their weeds themselves. We will reim-

« Use of fertilizers so crops and forages can burse up to $15/acre in herbicide costs for land-

Noxious— Have the ability to spread rapidly, cause compete -
severe crop losses and economic hardship. These S o owners il [pnE e S 2izfelly s Eneiii
weeds must be controlled to prevent further estab- » Avoid wildflower seed packets or uncertified on their own land.

lishment and spread. seed




Left (top down) - Oxeye Daisy, Creeping Bellflower, Tall Butter-
cup, Common Tansy

Right (top down) - Canada Thistle, Himalayan Balsam, Orange we e d
Hawkweed, White Cockle

Athabasca County has various pieces of

equipment available for rent to assist rate- P ro ra m
payers in controlling weed infestations.

There is a 300 gallon field sprayer, handheld

canister sprayers, backpack sprayers, and
an ATV sprayer.

Contact Athabasca County Agricultural Ser-
vices for further information and availability.
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Agricultural Service Board

3602-48th Ave, Athabasca, AB T9S 1M8
Phone: 780-675-2273
Fax: 780-675-5512

Email: ag-env@athabascacounty.com

Special thanks to: Parkland County, Yellowhead County, Westlock County and
Alberta Agriculture and Irrigation
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