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Provincial Funding Awarded for
Major Al-Pac Bridge Repair

ATHABASCA
COUNTY
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On December 5th, 2025, Minister of Transportation and
Economic Corridors Devin Dreeshen, alongside MLA Glenn van
Dijken, formally announced that the Government of Alberta
will provide Strategic Transportation Infrastructure Program
(STIP) funding for a major repair of the Al-Pac Bridge. The grant
was made possible through a partnership between Athabasca
County and Alberta-Pacific (Al-Pac) Forest Industries.

g »(77 ‘:% = B

From left to right: MLA Glenn van Dijken, Reeve Tracy Holland, Minister
of Transportation and Economic Corridors Devin Dreeshan, Al-Pac
Vice President of Operations & Sales Brent Rabik, and Al-Pac Vice President

of Business Services & Sustainability Bill Gourley.

This investment will support critical rehabilitation work and is
expected to extend the bridge’s lifespan an additional 20 years.

The Al-Pac Bridge, which is located on Township Road 690 and Range Road 202A and also known as the Athabasca River Bridge, was
originally constructed as part of the province’s $1.2 billion commitment to the development of the pulp mill originally approved in
December 1990. Initial signs of wear on the roadway were identified in 2020, providing an opportunity to plan important upgrades that

will enhance the safety and efficiency of this vital transportation corridor.

! ! Securing this STIP funding is a significant success
for Athabasca County and a strong validation of the
importance of the Al-Pac Bridge to our region. ’ ’

Reeve Tracy Holland

On behalf of Athabasca County, | would
like to extend a warm welcome to our new
and returning councillors as we begin the
2025-2029 Term. It’s an honour to serve alongside such dedicated
people on Council and in Administration who care deeply about our
communities and the future of Athabasca County.

| also wish to extend my sincere appreciation to outgoing councillors
for their commitment and contributions to our County. Their efforts
have helped shape the successes we enjoy today.

Serving our residents is a privilege and | am confident that
together we will continue to build upon the strong foundation
that defines our County.

Reeve’s Message

The total project cost for the Al-Pac Bridge repair is $1.9 million
dollars. The County has been awarded $975,000 from the Alberta
government in STIP grant funding, with Al-Pac contributing an
additional $600,000 toward the project. Athabasca County will
provide the remaining portion.

The next four years will bring new opportunities and challenges, and
| have every faith that this Council will meet them with steadfast
dedication to the people we serve.

Together, let’s make 2025-2029 a term of progress, unity, and pride
for Athabasca County.

| look forward to the important work ahead supporting our
rural way of life and continuing our collective efforts to ensure
Athabasca County is a place we are all proud to call home.

Tracy Holland,
Athabasca County Reeve




Meet Your County Council Members

Division 1 Councillor: KEN STASIUK KStasiuk@athabascacounty.com

Having lived in Athabasca County my entire life, I've always been proud to call this community home. | took over my parents’ farm
at 19 after my father’s passing and have continued to farm while raising a family—my wife and | have two daughters and four
grandchildren.

| value education and appreciate the opportunity Athabasca University provides to our region. Alongside farming, my work
experience has included time in the oilfield, home construction and renovations, and even performing in a band and later as a DJ
for local events.

I’'ve contributed to projects such as the Rochester School renovation and Community Centre, and have volunteered equipment
and time to support surrounding communities.

Division 2 Councillor: NATASHA KAPITANIUK NKapitaniuk@athabascacounty.com

| was born in Athabasca and have lived the majority of my life in the County. | grew up surrounded by strong women who
encouraged my voice—my Oma, mother Sherrie, and Auntie Dee. Inspired by them, | decided to run for Council during both my
first and second terms, using that voice to advocate for the well-being of our community.

In addition, I’'m an avid thrifter. | love discovering hidden treasures, rehoming them, and giving them new life. In the little spare
time | have, | enjoy building relationships, bringing joy to others, and being a rock-and-roll auntie to my beloved nieces and
nephews, who are a huge part of my heart.

Division 3 Councillor: LUCILLE CHISAN L[ Chisan@athabascacounty.com

| was elected to represent Division 3, which includes the Boyle area. | grew up in Hylo and made Division 3 my home about
15 years ago.

Over the years | have built a varied career that includes farming, working in the oil and gas sector, and running my own small
business. These experiences have given me a strong understanding of the opportunities and challenges that residents face in
our region.

This is my first term on Council, and | am grateful for the opportunity to serve. | look forward to learning, listening, and working
with the community to support the continued growth and well-being of Division 3 and Athabasca County as a whole.

Division 4 Councillor: BRIAN HALL BHall@athabascacounty.com

I’'m honoured to be able to serve the County for another four years, and thank the residents of Division 4 for their trust. I've been a
resident of the our area for over 20 years, a father of three, and partner in a local business. | farmed for a number of years before
moving here and stayed involved for many years after.

I ran for a second term because | believe it’s important to have respectful, principled, community-minded leadership at the Council
table. We need to focus on core services — looking after what we’ve got and having a plan to maintain it into the future. We need
to make this progress in a way that is respectful of your tax dollars and focuses on resident priorities.

| believe our job as Council is to have services and infrastructure in place to make our County the place that more people want to
live, work and play — and we must do this work in an affordable way.

Division 5 Councillor/Reeve: TRACY HOLLAND THolland@athabascacounty.com

Elected for my 2nd term as Division 5 Councillor and for my 2nd year as Reeve, | am honoured to serve the residents of Athabasca
County. | have a strong commitment to the people who call Athabasca County home. As a long-time resident, having grown up on
a farm, | gained first-hand experience with the challenges and opportunities that shape rural life. This allows me to bring practical
experience and a strong local perspective to County Council.

Before being elected in 2021, | worked in office administration, materials management, and as a self-employed, internationally
awarded professional photographer. My interest in municipal governance grew with my passion about keeping Athabasca County
a vibrant and prosperous place to live, work, and grow. | believe in listening to residents, accountability, reliability, advocacy, and
making decisions that reflect the values of honesty, hard work, and community spirit. Working closely with residents, community
organizations, and regional partners, | am dedicated to responsible governance and civic health.




Division 6 Councillor: JACK DOWHALUK JDowhaluk@athabascacounty.com

| was elected to represent Division 6, which includes the Wandering River area and the northernmost part of Athabasca County.
| previously served on Council for four consecutive terms from 2004 to 2017, and | am grateful for the opportunity to return to
the table. | grew up in Atmore and have lived in Athabasca County since retiring in the late 90s.

This region has always felt like home, and | am happy to once again represent the Wandering River area. | look forward to
contributing my experience and working with residents to support the needs and priorities of our communities.

Division 7 Councillor: KELLY CHAMZUK KChamzuk@athabascacounty.com

| was elected to represent Division 7, which includes the Grassland area. This is my second term on Council, having previously
served from 2021 to 2025, and | am glad to continue working on behalf of our community.

Outside of Council, | stay active in the community by coaching volleyball and serving as a volunteer firefighter with Grassland
Fire Rescue. These roles keep me closely connected to residents and give me a strong sense of the teamwork and dedication that
make our area unique.

I look forward to continuing to support Grassland and Athabasca County through this term.

Division 8 Councillor/Deputy Reeve: ROB MINNS RobMinns@athabascacounty.com

| was raised on a family farm west of Athabasca and attended school here in the community. From 1980 to 1990, | worked
with Alberta Transportation in Athabasca, surveying and working on highway construction and paving projects. In 1990, | joined
Athabasca County as a survey technician, later becoming a Construction Foreman and then a Maintenance Foreman.

After 31 years with the County, | retired in August 2021. That fall, | ran in the municipal election and was honoured to be
elected as the Division 8 Councillor. With 35 years of experience working with and for Athabasca County, | wanted to continue
contributing to our region’s growth and success.

| enjoy meeting with ratepayers throughout the County and being a voice for Division 8. The first four years on
Council were a learning experience in governance, and | decided to run for a second term to keep moving forward on roads and
infrastructure projects.

Division 9 Councillor: CODIE CALLIHOO CcCallihoo@athabascacounty.com

| was raised in Rochester, a hamlet in the county of Athabasca. A little over 20 years ago | moved north of the Athabasca River
and instantly knew this is where | wanted to stay and raise my family.

| have worked for Aspenview School district for just over 25 years, mostly in the special education area. This has given me the
tools to be the voice and advocate for people who need it most, and also for conflict management.

| am also a member of the Richmond Park Fire Department. | love being involved in the communities and happenings north of
the river which is the biggest reason | decided to run for Council. | value all the culture and history in Division 9 and am honoured
to be the voice for the people north of the Athabasca River.

< You Can Watch Live Council Meetings

»
W? You can watch all County Council meetings live on the County’s YouTube channel. Regular Council
meetings take place on the second and fourth Thursday of each month.

To find meeting agendas and live stream links, you can go to www.athabascacounty.com and click
on News and Notices.

Council Chooses the Reeve and Deputy Reeve Annually

The Municipal Government Act requires municipalities to hold an organizational meeting within two weeks after the third Monday in
October each year. At the October 28, 2025, Organizational Meeting, Council appointed Councillor Tracy Holland as the County’s Reeve and
Councillor Rob Minns as Deputy Reeve, both for the 2025/2026 term. The next organizational meeting will be held on October 22, 2026.
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Northern Lakes Family Resource Network A L
Remem ber If you are seeking support with parenting concerns, ‘ av‘

child and youth development, or need help accessing
community supports and resources, we can help.

Alzheimer Support Group Athabasca County FCSS offers Home Visitation and Family Wellness

Caring for a loved one with Alzheimer’s? services and a Spokes service is also available in Lac La Biche.

Find support at the Alzheimer Society and

FCSS drop-in support group. Athabasca Mentorship Program v
We're seeking caring and positive role models to spend one hour a week

e When: Last Wednesday of each month, : ;
with a Grade 3 or 4 student at lunchtime. Whether you’re an adult or a

Grade 11 or 12 student, your time and friendship can make a big impact.
Contact 780-675-2623 to learn more or get involved.

from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
e Where: FCSS Athabasca office
e Call: 780-675-2623 for information

Athabasca Family Centre

Rural Women’s Conference We have programs for all ages. We partner with Primary Care Alberta for
quarterly prenatal classes starting January 10th, Families with young children
can join craft, learning, and connection programs, plus Talk Time and Baby
Caregiver Conversations.

Come celebrate the accomplishments of
rural women throughout the region with
informational speakers and entertainment.

e When: February 5th, 2026 Our Travelling Family Centre visits Rochester, Boyle, Grosmont, and the

«  Where: Boyle Community Centre Athabasca Agriplex. Older kids can join Youth Club and LEGO Club.

We also offer a monthly neurodivergent Caregiver Support Group, Pancakes
Family Day Office Closure and Play breakfasts, and Crafts and Communication evenings.

Our Administration and FCSS offices will be www.athabascacounty.com/services/family-and-community-support-services
closed on Family Day.

e When: February 16th, 2026

For emergencies related to municipal water
and sewer services, call the After-Hours
Emergency Line at 780-689-9000. Please dial
9-1-1 for emergencies requiring police, fire,
or ambulance.

Contact Us
Main Office: 780-675-2273
Toll Free: 1-844-662:2273

Email: info@athabascacounty.com

County Office: 3602 — 48th Avenue
Athabasca, AB T9S 1M8
Facebook: /AthabascaCounty

Website: athabascacounty.com

Tell Us What You Think

The County Current is a new quarterly
newsletter that informs Athabasca County
residents about the latest news, projects,
and events in the municipality. Send us your
comments on this edition or ideas for future
newsletters via email to:
Communications@athabascacounty.com.



