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l T, & 5 Federal Funding Awarded for
§  Handivan and Feasibility Study

Athabasca County, in partnership with the Town
of Athabasca and the Village of Boyle, is pleased
to announce funding from the Government of
Canada’s Rural Transit Solutions Fund (RTSF) to
support the purchase of a public transit van and
to conduct a transit feasibility study.

The new handivan will enhance transit service
g with modern accessibility features and improved
From left to right: Community Transportation Program Committee Chair passenger safety systems, while the feasibility
Darlene Reimer, Committee Member Barbara Smith, and Committee Member study will explore opportunities to expand the transit
Tracy Holland. network to surrounding summer villages.

Community Transportation, an on-demand transit service, primarily supports the daily transportation and accessibility
needs of seniors and individuals with mobility barriers throughout the region. Since 1986, the service has operated a
fleet of three community vehicles; however, demand within the current service area has grown significantly since
2020, creating opportunities to expand the fleet by one additional handivan. Notably, in 2023, trips more than

doubled, increasing from 441 to 928. o ] o ) )
In addition, the transit feasibility study will examine how the

! ! Supporting and expanding these Community Transportation Program can be expanded to strengthen
services is about maintaining long-term service delivery and resource planning. It will assess opportunities
independence, dignity, and quality to increase ridership, expand service to surrounding summer villages, and
of life for those who rely on engage current users and potential communities to better understand
them most. Chair Darlene Reimer’ ’ transportation needs, experiences, and barriers. It will also develop a 10-year

capital plan outlining asset replacement and maintenance timelines.
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As we move through the summer continued alongside regular seasonal maintenance,

months, | want to thank residents for and | know many residents have seen firsthand the

their patience and understanding effort being made across the County.

as Athabasca County continues to respond to the impacts

of the spring flooding. The weather we experienced in As repairs continue, | encourage residents to report road

April  and May created challenging conditions concerns and to use caution when travelling through

across our municipality, with rapid snowmelt, heavy affected areas. Some locations may still require additional

runoff, washouts, and erosion affecting a number work, and final repairs will take time to complete. Thank

of roads and drainage areas. you to everyone who reported concerns, followed road
closures, documented damages, and supported neighbours

| also want to recognize the hard work of our Public during this event. By working together, we can

Works crews, contractors, and administration who continue to move forward and support the recovery

responded quickly to assess damage, reopen roads Of our communities.

where possible, and complete temporary repairs to Tracy Holland,

help restore access for residents. Their work has Athabasca County Reeve




Wet Spring Leads to
Road Repairs

P st

Wandering River area, road washout on Range Road 174.

In mid-April, Athabasca County experienced a
significant weather event that began with rain on
April 14th before turning to snow, leaving four to
eight inches of accumulation across the municipality.

Temperatures climbed to +17°C on April 17th,
starting the initial melt. A second system moved
in on April 22nd with rain that again turned to

blowing snow on April 23rd. By the end of April
24th, drifts had reached up to six feet deep in some
areas, making it difficult for graders to get through.

As graders and snowplows worked to open roads
and clear snow from already softened road
surfaces, warming temperatures limited crews’

ability to get ahead of the melt.

By April 30th, temperatures had reached +22°C,
and widespread water was overtopping roads and
ditches, resulting in washouts and erosion across
several affected areas.

As the scale of the situation became apparant, the
County activated its Incident Command Centre
and launched a live online app, so the public could
report road concerns in real time. The online app
proved to be extremely effective, with every public
report being tracked, inspected, and followed up on
by crews with a scope of work.

Crews
placing

responded quickly by
signage, and closing

steaming culverts,
roads that were

impassable or completely washed out.

Temporary repairs were prioritized based on access,
with roads that isolated residents from their
homes addressed first. As the response evolved,
administration  began  compiling  information to
support an application under the Hazard Assistance
Resilience Program (HARP). That application has
now been submitted, and Council will be updated when
the Province makes a decision.

Public  Works, by local

supported contractors,

continues to carry out repairs while also launching
pothole

annual programs including dust control,
patching, and other routine maintenance.

Individuals
can apply for
HARP grants.

Individuals, small

businesses, and other public sector applicants can apply to
help restore damaged assets to a basic and essential
functional condition.

Visit www.alberta.ca/hazard-assistance-and-
resilience-program for details.

Dust Supression
Program Updates

In February, Council updated the Dust Suppression
Program to better balance community needs, roads
maintenance priorities, and available resources.
The changes will affect how dust suppression is
provided in hamlets, eligible subdivisions, cemeteries, and
other locations.

Suppressant will be applied at no cost every second year
in hamlets, subdivisions where dwellings are located on
at least 75% of the lots, cemeteries, and special
circumstances.

When complimentary dust suppression is not
scheduled, property owners can apply. To be
eligible, the property must have a qualifying

dwelling. Non-occupied residential properties may also
apply at full product cost.

For details, visit athabascacounty.com and click on
“Infrastructure Services” under the Services tab.




Guard Your Home
Against Wildfires

Wildfire risk can feel hard to know where to start,
but small steps around your home and property can
make a difference. Athabasca County residents can
now use the free FireSmart Begins at Home app
to complete a self-guided assessment or request a

free professional FireSmart assessment for a more
detailed review of their property.

During the onsite assessment, a professionally-trained
FireSmart assessor will walk through your property
with you and review areas around your home that
may influence wildfire risk, such as vegetation,
firewood storage, debris, access points, and other
property-specific factors. Once complete, residents will
receive a written report with clear, prioritized
recommendations tailored to their property.

To learn more or book a professional assessment,
please visit www.athabascacounty.com/services/fire-
services/firesmart/fire-smart-registration or call the
Athabasca County office at 780-675-2273.

Tax Payments Due
July 31st

The 2026 Combined Assessment and Property Tax
Notices for Athabasca County were mailed on
May 28, 2026. Tax payments are due on July 31, 2026.

We welcome in-person payments. Our regular business
hours are between 8 AM and 4 PM. If you’re mailing your
tax payment, be sure to allow ample time for delivery.

For information regarding property taxes, please contact
the Tax and Assessment Officer at 780-675-6627.

Community Grants
Support Local Initiatives

Athabasca County’s Community Grants Program
helps support the local groups, facilities, events, and
volunteers that contribute to quality of life
across the region.

In 2026, funding has been allocated through several grant
streams, including the Community Hall Operating Grant,
Community Recreation Capital Grant, Local Cemetery
Improvement Program, Youth Achievement Grant,
Community Event Grant, Sponsorship, and Impromptu
Requests Grant.

To date, a total of $208,657.13 has been issued to support
local initiatives through the following grant streams:

Cemetery Improvement $10,500
Youth Achievement $1,200
Community Group Capital $26,406.60
Communuity Group Operating $139,921.81
Community Group Event, $30,628.72
Sponsorship and Impromptu

Together, these grants demonstrate the County’s ongoing
commitment to supporting volunteers, community
facilities, youth achievements, local events, and the
organizations that help make Athabasca County a
welcoming and active place to live and visit.

To learn more about the Community Grants Program, call
the Research and Grants Writer at 780-675-2273, visit
www.athabascacounty.com/community/community-grants,
or email grants@athabascascounty.com.
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Athabasca County
Agricultural Services
department has a variety of
rental equipment and spray programs available for noxious
and prohibited weeds. Spray programs include fenceline
spraying, herbicide rebates, and custom spraying.

\DID You KNU%

Please contact the Agricultural Services department for
more information at 780-675-2273.




Heritage Day Office Closure

Our Administration and FCSS offices will
be closed on Monday, August 3, 2026 for
Heritage Day.

For emergencies related to municipal water
and sewer services, call the After-Hours
Emergency Line at 780-689-9000. Please dial
9-1-1 for emergencies requiring police, fire,
or ambulance.

Community Event Grant

Are you hosting a community event in
Athabasca County?

Submit your proposed project before
August 15, 2026 at athabascacounty.com/
community/community-grants.

3rd Annual Community and
Protective Services BBQ -
Celebrating Alberta Day

(sponsored by the Government of Alberta)

Join us at the FCSS/Athabasca County office
on Friday, August 28, 2026, for the 3rd
Annual Community BBQ. Stay tuned for
more information.

2026 Northern Alberta Farm
Family Awards

Your nominations for a remarkable farm or
ranching family in Athabasca County are due
August 1, 2026. The nomination form and
guidelines can be found at athabascacounty.com
under News and Notices.

Send us your comments on this

edition of the County Current or ideas
for future newsletters via email at
communications@athabascacounty.com.

Contact Us

Main Office: 780-675-2273

Toll Free: 1-844-662-2273

Email: info@athabascacounty.com
County Office: 3602—48 Avenue
Athabasca, AB T9S 1M8

Facebook: /AthabascaCounty

Website: athabascacounty.com
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Family and Community
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SUMMER PROGRAMS: ‘ V‘

Summer Book Club (for parents/caregivers)

July 30 - August 20 one hour per week. Join us virtually at lunch time

as we listen to The Gifts of Imperfect Parenting by Brene Brown on
audiobook. Participants will be able to chat online with the group and v
facilitator while listening to the book.

Water Days: Join us for family fun held at the local spray parks in
Athabasca and Boyle on select Wednesdays during the summer. Families
can participate in games and activities together, and learn more about
resources available in the community.

Youth Yoga: Youth in Grades 7-12 are invited to participate in a fun
yoga class to increase self-awareness and connect with others. Join us
by the Athabasca River front stage Fridays starting July 10 - August 21
from 11 a.m.-12 p.m.

Watch for other programs this summer that are in the planning stages,
including: Family Scavenger Hunt, Youth Wellness Day, Firefighter
Olympics, Ready Set Kindergarten, along with many of the regular
favourites at the Athabasca Family Centre.

ATHABASCA MENTORSHIP PROGRAM (AMP) VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITY

AMP will be starting up once again this fall. There is always a need
for new adult mentors. If you can give one hour per week during the
school year (October-May) you could make a difference to a child.
If you know any adults or Grade 11-12 students that could possibly
be mentors, please share this opportunity with them. If you are
interested in learning more about the program or becoming a mentor,
contact Amanda Potts at 780-675-2623 or apotts@athabascacounty.com.

NORTHERN LAKES FAMILY RESOURCE NETWORK (NLFRN)

Athabasca County has been successful with their proposal to continue
to provide services for the NLFRN through a grant from the Ministry of
Children & Family Services. There will be some changes to programming
as we meet the new requirements for the Hub and the following spokes:
Building Resilient Caregivers, Youth Development and Resiliency, and
Infant and Child Development. Please follow the NLFRN Facebook
page for updates on programs and services.

Athabasca County has a tiered fire ban system
restricting activities that may cause wildfires.
Here is the difference between them:

Fire Advisory: A fire advisory is an indication that the fire danger rating
has increased. Fire permits may be restricted. Safe campfires are allowed
for campfire pits that comply to Fire Services Bylaw 015-2023.

Fire Restriction: Fire permits may be restricted, suspended, or cancelled
and no new fire permits will be issued. Burn barrels and fire pits may
be permitted.

Fire Ban: A fire ban prohibits fires on public land, campgrounds, and private
land, including backyard fire pits. Fire permits will be suspended or cancelled,
and no new permits will be issued.
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