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Spring Sees Increase in Animal Control Issues

As the snow melts and yards, fences, and rural properties become more accessible, Protective Services is seeing an increase in reports of
loose and stray dogs in Athabasca County.

Warmer spring conditions often expose gaps under fences, weakened enclosures, and open access points that were unnoticeable during the
winter months. Combined with increased outdoor activity for both residents and pets, this creates a higher likelihood of dogs getting loose
and interactions occurring between animals, people, and traffic.

For dog owners, this is an important time to reassess containment measures. Ensuring that fences, gates, and tie-outs are secure can help
prevent dogs from leaving their property. Under the County’s Animal Control Bylaw, owners are responsible for ensuring their dogs do not run
at large. Allowing a dog to roam not only places the animal at risk but can also lead to enforcement measures.

At large dogs can pose several concerns to the public, including:

Traffic hazards and potential collisions
Aggressive or unpredictable behaviour

Risks to livestock or other pets

Safety concerns for children and pedestrians

Protective Services also wants to address a common issue we encounter this time of year—well-intentioned residents picking up dogs at
large.

While the intent is understandable, picking up a dog can sometimes make it more difficult to reunite the animal with its owner. Most dogs are
found close to where they live and removing them from that area can delay or prevent a successful return.

If you encounter an at-large dog, we recommend the following:

Take a photo or copy a detailed description of the dog(s) and the location

Contact Protective Services at 780-675-2273 to report it

Avoid transporting the dog from where it was found

Use local community pages or resources as outlined on the County website to report the found animal(s)

Further guidance on what to do, what not to do, and when a dog is found is available on the Athabasca County website at
www.athabascacounty.com/services/protective-services/cpo/. This is designed to improve reunification rates and reduce unnecessary stress
on both animals and owners.

Our approach remains focused on education, voluntary compliance, and public safety. By working together as a community, we can reduce
the number of dogs running at large and ensure safer conditions for everyone.

Protect your pet. Protect your community. Stay responsible.

Athabasca County Development Permit Approvals For the Week of April 22, 2026

Permit No Location Proposal Decision Date Appeal Appeal Body
Deadline

1680 sq. ft. (30’ high)
dwelling,
16" x 30’ (16" high),
40’ x 30’ (15" high),
20’ x 20" (12" high), The Secretary of th
Permitted , S (400 I y of the
ermitte 27" x 30’ (12 high), Subdivision and
D26-017 Use 14’x 16’ (10" high), | April 21, 2026 | May 12, 2026 Development
SE 28-66-23 W4M | 35 x40’ (18’ high) Appeal Board,
(Div. 8) accessory 3602-48th Avenue,

buildings (all Athabasca, AB T9S
as-builts) 1M8

8’ x 40’ (9’ high)

Discretionar
y sea can (as-built)

Use

Members of the public that feel affected by the development permit decision noted on the table above, have the right to appeal the decision.
Appeals can be filed with the applicable appeal body.

For more information contact: Planning & Development Department | 780-675-2273 | 1-844-662-2273 | info @ athabascacounty.com
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