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Honouring Firefighters at First
Fire Services Awards Night

The Athabasca County Fire Services Awards and
Recognition Gala took place on February 27, 2026,
at the Grassland Community Hall. This first annual
event celebrated the dedication and service of
firefighters from the six departments that make up
the Athabasca County Emergency Services.

A total of 35 firefighters were awarded provincial
service medals in recognition for their many years of
service. From 12 to 40 years of selfless commitment
to their communities, these men and women have
demonstrated extraordinary bravery and dedication.
The event featured special guests, including
Athabasca-Barrhead-Westlock MLA Glenn Van
Dijken; Alberta Deputy Fire Commissioner Phil Rowe;
and members of Athabasca County Council. The
gala served as a reminder of the vital role firefighters
play in our communities and the incredible support
they receive from their families. Each honouree’s
years of service are a testament to their unwavering
commitment to public safety. Additionally, the gala
honoured firefighters with County service awards,
ranging from one year to 45 plus years with the
Athabasca County Fire Services.

The night concluded with honouring three retired
firefighters with the Long Service Retirement Award.
Ivan Kapelari, Ernie Yakimchuk, and Tim Rebkowish
who retired in 2025, after being in service for over
45 years. Athabasca County thanks everyone who
attended the gala, celebrating the courage and
commitment of firefighters. Visit the featured News
and Notices on www.athabascacounty.com to read
the full list of honourees.

! You answer the call at any hour, in any
season, placing yourselves in harm’s
way to protect your neighbours, our
homes, and our local businesses.
Reeve Tracy Holland
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Fro left to right: MLA Glenn van Dijkan, Reeve Tracy Holland, Alberta
Deputy Fire Commissioner Phil Rowe, and Deputy Reeve Rob Minns.

As we entered wildfire season on March 1st, | want
to remind residents that fire prevention is something
we all need to take seriously. If you are planning to do
any burning, it is important to make sure you have the
proper fire permit in place. Permits are there to help
ensure burning is done safely and responsibly, and
they are an important part of reducing risk across
our region.

| also want to encourage residents to take part
in FireSmart activities to reduce the likelihood of
wildfires on their property. In Athabasca County, we
know how quickly conditions can change, and small
steps like clearing dry brush, moving firewood away
from buildings, and keeping the area around your
home well-maintained can make a real difference.
FireSmart activities are some of the best ways to
protect our homes, our families, and our communities,
and it is something we all have a role in to keep
Athabasca County safe throughout the season.

Tracy Holland, Athabasca County Reeve

“FireSmart is a national program that
improves resilience to wildfires. It provides
effective strategies for preparing for wildfire

risks. Learn to FireSmart your home and property at

www.firesmartalberta.ca/at-home.




Police Funding Costs

The Government of Alberta (GOA) has recently
announced that municipalities will have to
contribute more towards policing expenses. The
province’s Police Funding Regulation, which took
effect on April 1, 2020, was implemented to
enhance police funding through the Police Funding
Model and by adding additional policing
positions. This funding model reallocates some
costs of frontline RCMP officers to municipalities,
requiring communities that previously did not pay to
share these costs.

Prior to 2020, the Government of Alberta was
responsible for covering the provincial policing
expenses for the RCMP for rural municipalities
and urban municipalities smaller than 5,000 in
population. The costs were shared, with the
federal government providing 30% and the GOA
covering 70%. Between 2020 and 2024, rural
municipalities gradually increased their portion of the
GOA'’s policing costs.

To adapt to rising costs, the updated funding
model will require municipalities to take on 22% of
the current front-line policing costs starting in the
2026-27 fiscal year. This percentage is set to
gradually rise to 30% over the next five years.

In Athabasca County, police expenses are
expected to increase in 2026, from last years
$565,000 to around $700,632. The total
estimated increase from 2025 to 2030 is projected
to be $1,462,518, nearly 2.7 times the level in 2025.

Due to the County’s obligation to cover its share
of policing costs according to the new funding
model, County Council must consider these rising
expenses in their annual budget discussions. The
required payments to the GOA will need to be funded
from revenues collected from property taxes, which
will reduce the allocation of funds to the County’s
operating or capital budgets.

Dust Suppression

Each year, the County runs a Cost-Shared Dust
Suppression  program, which  provides Dust
Suppression for rural residential and business
properties adjacent to graveled County roads.

Residents may apply to have a spot treatment of dust

suppressant applied on the County road in front of
their residence for 200 meters in length.

The 2026 fee to participate in the program is $300

plus GST. The fee is based on costs from the product

supplier and can vary from year to year.

Both rural residences and businesses can apply:

e Rural properties/residences must have a

permanent dwelling on them, and

* Eligible businesses must be adjacent to

the roadway and be regularly occupied by
employees and/or customers.

The application deadline is midnight April 10, 2026.

Due to scheduling timelines, all applications and
payments must be received in our office prior to the

deadline each year to be eligible for this program.

Contact the Athabasca County office at 780-675-2273

for more information on the program.

2025 Cost-Shared Dust
Control Statistics
The 2025 Cost-Shared Dust Supression program

had 389 applicants. Over the course of the entire
program, 2,268,250 litres of product was used on




Fire Season Starts

March 1 marked the beginning of the fire season
for areas of the County within the Forest Protection
Area (FPA). For residents that wish to burn within
the FPA, a permit is now required.

Athabasca County has both FPA and
County-permitting areas. It is important to identify if
your proposed burn falls within the FPA or County
area, as it determines when a permit is required
and from which government body.

For instance, Athabasca County requires permits
year-round, which includes an online application and
the inspection of a County Fire Guardian. Whereas,
within the FPA area, a permit is only required from
March 1 to October 31.

For most of Athabasca County, Township Road
680 is the divider between the FPA and County.
A secondary divider exists on the west side
of the Athabasca River, near Island Lake and
Baptiste Lake, and starts to jog south and west,
finally exiting east on Township Road 632. A map
detailing these two boundaries is available on
our website.

For anyone looking for a permit for the FPA,
please call 1-866-394-3473 or www.alberta.ca/
get-a-fire-permit for more information. If within
Athabasca County, please call 780-675-2273 or visit
www.athabascacounty.com/services/fire-services/
fire-permits/ for more information.

2026 Fly-In BBQ

Each year, Athabasca County hosts the Fly-In
BBQ at the Athabasca Regional Airport. The 2026
Fly-In BBQ will be held on July 4, 2026, from
11 a.m.to 2 p.m.

Pilots can register to attend before June 26,
2026, by calling 780-675-2273 or by completing
the online form at www.athabascacounty.com/
athabasca-regional-airport/.

Roadside and
Hamlet Cleanup

Athabasca County provides community groups
and/or individuals the opportunity to obtain funding
from participating in the Roadside and Hamlet
Cleanup. This is an incentive program to enhance
the appearance of our hamlets and certain
roadways and, at the same time, help community
members to raise money.

The cleanup areas and rates are set as follows:
e Al-Pac Connector Roads

e North of Hwy 55 (12 miles) $150/mile

e West of Hwy 63 (4 miles) $150/mile

e Century Road (3 miles) and Aspen Ridge
Road (1 mile) $600

e Hamlets of Caslan, Colinton, Grassland,
Rochester and Wandering River $600/each

e Hamlets of Atmore, Breynat, Ellscott, Meanook,
and Perryvale $300/each

HOW TO APPLY

Please forward your letter of request, indicating
a specific hamlet or roadway to be cleaned, to
Athabasca County for consideration by Friday,
April 10, 2026.

Hamlet and Roadway Cleanup Program
Athabasca County

3602-48 Ave., Athabasca, Alberta T9S 1M8
or Fax to: 780-675-5512

Email: info@athabascacounty.com
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Athabasca County
Family and Community

Support Services

County Council Meeting

Watch Council Meetings live on YouTube

every first and third Thursday of the month.

e When: April 9, 2026, and April 23, 2026.

e How: Agendas and livestream links are
available at www.athabascacounty.com

Northern Lakes Family Resource Network ‘ :v‘

Northern Lakes Family Resource Network consists

of five spokes that cover the Athabasca-Lac La Biche region.

The five spokes are Home Visitation, Family Wellness, Athabasca

Family Centre, It Takes a Village (LLB), and Indigenous Parenting. The v

Family Resource Network supports focus on:

e Strengthening the knowledge of parents and caregivers
e  Providing social support

e Developing coping and problem-solving skills
e Improving child and youth development

e Building resiliency

* Increasing access to community supports

e and resources

under News and Notices.

Athabasca Regional Waste

Athabasca Regional Waste’s summer hours

begin on April 1.

e (Call: 780-675-1117 or go to
www.athabascaregionalwaste.com to

Scan the QR Code to learn more about the Northern Lakes Family
Resource Network and upcoming events.

see the hours of operation for your area.
Alzheimer Society Care Partners Support Group

Annual Seniors Symposiums

. . S , .
Come socialize and attend workshops during Caring for someone with Alzheimer's? You're not alone. In partnership

with the Alzheimer Society, FCSS offers a supportive drop-in group for
care partners at the FCSS Office from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. on the last
Wednesday of each month, including March 25, April 29, May 27, and
June 24. Contact Kim at 780-675-2623 for more information.

Seniors’ Week. More details and ticket

information to come.

e Where: In Boyle on Tuesday, June 2,
2026, and in Athabasca on Thursday,

June 4, 2026. Athabasca Family Centre

Watch FCSS’s social media  and website  calendar
for some great upcoming Spring activities. It will be
a fun-packed time for the family, with an Annual
Easter Egg Hunt, Mother's Day and Father's Day
activities and so much more. If you would like be
added to our calendar email list, please message
Christa at cfuchs @athabascacounty.com. Scan the QR
code to learn more.

Easter Weekend Office Closures

Our Administration and FCSS offices will be
closed on Good Friday and Easter Monday.
e When: April 3-6, 2026.

For emergencies related to municipal water
and sewer services, call the After-Hours
Emergency Line at 780-689-9000. Please dial
9-1-1 for emergencies requiring police, fire, or
ambulance.

Become a Meals on Wheels Volunteer Driver

FCSS is looking for volunteer drivers to help deliver hot, nutritious
meals to community members within town limits. We need helping
hands for the months of July and August. If you love connecting
with people and want to make a real impact, we would love to hear
from you. Contact Cheryl at 780-675-2623 for more information or to

Contact Us :
sign up.
Main Office: 780-675-2273
Toll Free: 1-844-662-2273 Prenatal Class

Email: inf@@athalgsacouty.com In partnership with Primary Care Alberta, FCSS Athabasca is

County Office: 3602 —48th Avenue hosting a free prenatal class on April 11, 2026, from 10 a.m. to
Athabasca, AB T9S 1M8 4 p.m. A class taught by a registered nurse, parents-to-be will
gain an understanding of labour, delivery, and newborn care. Lunch
and snacks are provided. If you would like to register, text Cathy at

Facebook: /AthabascaCounty
Website: athabascacounty.com 780-519-7005.




