
  
 

ALLOCATION OF RURAL ADDRESSES 
 
PURPOSE 
To establish a procedure for the allocation and payment of rural address signage in Athabasca 
County. 
 
STATEMENT 
Athabasca County deems it necessary to put into effect a procedure to maintain a Municipal Rural 
Addressing System which is utilized by emergency response services, service providers, ratepayers 
and the general public. All words in this procedure take their meaning from the definitions stated in 
the Municipal Rural Addressing System Bylaw (Bylaw 3-2014). 
 
PROCEDURE 
1. Allocation of Rural Addresses 
 

1.1 Where a rural address has not previously been assigned to a primary access or where 
an approach application is approved for a new approach or multi-lot subdivision entrance 
to a parcel of land supporting agricultural, recreational, residential, commercial or 
industrial development, the address will be determined and assigned to the primary 
access when a development permit is processed or prior to a subdivision being 
endorsed. 

 
1.2 The primary access of parcels of land that do not meet the structural requirements set 

out in Bylaw 3-2014 but have a primary access onto a developed public road right-of-
way, may be assigned a rural address by Athabasca County. It is the responsibility of 
the property owner, occupant or developer to submit an application as per Appendix “A” 
of this policy, in order to be assigned a rural address. 

 
1.3 The rural address will be assigned by the Planning and Development Department and 

will be stored within the tax roll and mapping system. 
 

2. Rural Address Assignment 
 

2.1 Addresses are based on the location of the primary access to all parcels of land 
supporting agricultural, recreational, residential, commercial, and industrial development 
along a road allowance. 
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Each mile of road is divided into intervals of 40 metres, with numbers increasing from 
south to north and east to west. Even numbered addresses are placed along the north 
and west sides of a road allowance and odd number addresses are placed along the 
south and east side of a road allowance. 

 
Reference the road to the east if the primary access is off a township road or to the south 
if the primary access is off a range road. For the purposes of addressing, virtual township 
roads exist between all sections, whether an actual road allowance exists or not. 

 
2.2 When there are multiple developments located off the same primary access, there will 

only be one rural address defining the location of the primary access. 
 

2.3 Subdivision addresses are based on the location of the primary access to the subdivision 
on a road allowance. The lots are numbered clockwise using an increment of 4 or a 
number deemed appropriate, with odd numbers along the south and east and even 
numbers along the north and west (if possible). 

 
3. Sign Placement and Design/Size Requirements 
 

3.1 Refer to Bylaw 3-2014 for precise sign placement and design/size requirements. 
 
4. Sign Cost 
 

4.1 Starting June 15, 2015, costs associated with the supply and installation of the rural 
address sign at the primary access to lands supporting agricultural, recreational, 
residential, commercial, or industrial development and created after the effective date 
shall be the financial responsibility of the property owner, occupant or developer. Such 
signage shall be installed by Athabasca County in the manner described in Schedule “A” 
of Bylaw 3-2014. 

 
4.2 The current cost of signage, including materials, shipment, and installation by the 

County, is listed in Athabasca County’s Planning and Development Fee Bylaw (Bylaw 
020-2019). 
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Appendix “A”         Policy 5355 
 

 

Rural Addressing Application Form 
 
Customer Information FEE:    
Date Submitted:   

Last Name:    First Name:    

Commercial Name (if applicable):                                       

Current Mailing Address:           

City:  Province:    Postal Code:     

Contact Numbers: Work:     Home:  

Mobile:    

Email address:   
 
 
Property Information 
Legal Land Description: Lot   Block  Plan   

Quarter  Section  Township  Range  - W4 

Roll Number (from tax statement):                                                          

Parcel size: Acres  Hectares   
 
 
Location Information 
 

Driveway is adjacent to: (circle one) TWP RD/ RGE RD #       
 
Relative to the road, which direction is the driveway? (circle one) North / South / East / 
West 

Nearest intersecting road:       
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Development or Subdivision Information 
 

(Circle items, or describe if "other") 

Existing (or) New 

___Residential 

___Commercial 

___Industrial  

___Other: ______________________ 

Number of occupied residential, commercial or industrial structures:  
    
____________________________________________________________________   
____________________________________________________________________   

 
 
         
 Landowner Signature 
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Office Use Only 
Development Permit # (if applicable)     
Receipt Number:    
Rural Address:  Date Assigned:                              
 
 
Date Emergency Services notified:     
Date Sign Ordered:                                             
Date Sign Arrived:                                               
Date Sign Installed:     
Comments: 
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