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Neighbours and community members play a 

key role in preventing rural crime. Closely knit 

neighbours are more likely to call police and 

report a suspicious person on your property or 

in your community.  

This is a basic premise of Rural Crime 

Prevention: NEIGHBOURS LOOKING AFTER 

NEIGHBOURS.   

Law Enforcement covers a large area in our 

community and cannot be everywhere at 

once. It is up to all community members to 

come together to combat rural crime. 

 Report suspicious persons and vehicles 

(license plates, make/model, etc.) 

 Tell your neighbours when you will be 

absent for long periods. Ask neighbours to 

keep an eye on your property and check it 

periodically 

 Be a good neighbour, watch out for each 

other and take a vested interest in your 

community. Want a good neighbor? BE 

ONE. 

N E I G H B O U RS  H E L PI N G 
N E I G H B O U RS  

RCMP Boyle Detachment 
Main: 780-689-4081 
24 Hour Dispatch: 780-689-3622 
 
Athabasca County 
Main: 780-675-2273 

RCMP Athabasca Detachment 
Main: 780-675-5122 
24 Hour Dispatch: 780-675-4252  
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Crime prevention 

starts with you 

Help us in our fight 

against rural crime 

 

 



This is a concept that involves 

several proven methods of reducing 

opportunities for crime. It is a pro-

active approach where the focus of 

reducing crime shifts from the 

criminal element to that of the 

environment of the potential victim.  

Being able to recognize and 

anticipate vulnerabilities and crime 

risks provides valuable ideas into 

how your property can be designed 

to reduce and prevent crime. 

This concept is based on three 

overlapping strategies: 

1) Natural Surveillance 

2) Natural Access Control 

3) Territorial Reinforcement 

 

N a t u r a l  Su r v e i l l a n c e   

The placement of physical features, activities, 

and people in a way that maximizes visibility. 

Can neighbours see your property? Is your 

property adequately lit at night? Are driveways, 

outbuildings, and your residence lit and visible? 

Would an RCMP constable, County Peace 

Officer, or neighbour be able to see an offender 

on your property as they drove by? These are 

questions you must ask yourself when looking 

at your property.  

N a t u r a l  Ac c e s s  C o n t r o l  

Natural Access Control employs elements such 

as gates, doors, shrubs, and fences to deny 

admission to your property and create a 

perception in the offender that there is a risk in 

trying to enter your property. 

How many entryways do you have on to your 

property? Are they visible from your residence? 

Are they visible to neighbours? Can you restrict 

access on to your property with a locked gate, 

machinery, or hay bales? Does the layout of 

your property allow an offender hiding spots or 

a covert entry and exit? 

T e r r i t o r i a l  R e i n f o r c e m e n t /

M a i n t e n a n c e   

This strategy is one that fosters a “vested 

interest” in your property, it refers to the 

development of areas or places where the 

users feel a strong sense of ownership. It is an 

umbrella concept, embodying all natural 

surveillance and access control principles.  

Can people tell this is my property? Is my 

address clearly visible? Is my property well 

maintained and appear lived in? 

D o e s  yo u r  p r o p e r t y  p a s s  

t h e  S . A. T ?  

Surveillance: Will an offender be 

seen on my property? 

Access: Can an offender get in and 

out of my property? 

Territoriality/Maintenance: Does it 

look like anyone cares what 

happens here? 

 

C r i m e  Pr e v e n t i o n  T i p s  

 Ensure all buildings and 

outbuildings are locked. 

 Secure basement windows 

 Install bright outside lights and 

keep them on at night 

 Keep your residence, driveway, 

and other buildings well lit 

 Prune any trees or shrubs that 

block or obscure windows and 

doorways 

 Ensure all gates are locked and 

access is restricted to a visible 

route on to your property 

 If you have security cameras, 

ensure they are properly placed to 

best protect your property 

CRIME PREVENTION 
THROUGH 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
DESIGN 


