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Feasibility Study Project 
Highlights

• MSGC is NOT proposing to restrict 

access to Crown lands for non 

Indigenous users such as hunters, 

fishers, trappers, hikers etc. 

• The Government of Alberta is aware 

of the proposal, but there has been 

no commitment to support the 

creation of parks or conserved 

areas in the study regions.

• Engagement will inform MSGC 

how and if to proceed including 

narrowing down areas to conserve 

& potential partners with common 

interests 
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• This is a proposed idea by MSGC 

that is in the information gathering –

feasibility stage

• When it comes to Indigenous 

Protected and Conserved Areas 

(IPCAs) there isn’t a one size fit 

all or template to follow – each 

jurisdictional governance/ politics, 

community values & land use are 

different 

• MSGC is NOT proposing the study 

areas as conservation areas in their 

entirety



Metis Settlements General Council

• Metis Settlements General Council (MSGC) is the 

Governing Authority of the 8 Metis Settlements in Alberta

• Collective voice that advocates for the land and rights of 

the Metis Settlements and their membership

• Metis Settlements own land in Alberta

• Foundational to their values is a place to live and practice 

their traditions and culture, and the desire to maintain the 

land and environment for future generations 
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What is an Indigenous Protected and 

Conserved Area (IPCA) ?

• Areas of land and water where Indigenous peoples and 

governments have long-term commitment to protection, 

conservation and management

• Indigenous-led to propose objectives, boundaries,  

management and governance.

• Indigenous knowledge, culture and language are 

cornerstones

• There are about 40 existing or emerging IPCAs across 

Canada
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Managing IPCA

Co-operative/Collaborative Management

• Often the preferred model as they employ co-creation 

approach with Indigenous and government 

• Partnership with some delegated authority 

• Indigenous government have a seat at the table but do not 

hold veto power

Co-Management Model

• Indigenous governments and non-Indigenous 

governments hold equal decision making power
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Example Kitaskino Nuwenene Wildland 

(Provincial  Park)

• 152 Thousand hectares was expanded from previous area south of 

Wood Buffalo National Park 

• Collaboration of Indigenous people, Government of Alberta and 

Industry 

• Management intent:

• supports Indigenous traditional activities and exercise of treaty 

rights

• Creates backcountry opportunities for all Albertans such as 

hunting, fishing, hiking and connecting with nature

• Connecting the landscape to other wildland provincial parks to 

enhance ecological integrity

• Habitat protection for wildlife, watershed protection, and 

conservation buffer

6



Feasibility Study Approach

• Explores what is possible of an identified concept, project 

or proposal  e.g. identified scope or “Study Areas” 

• Gathers information e.g. 

• Historical and current land use

• What are the potential benefits, risks and costs

• What has been done elsewhere (templates or models) 

• Stakeholder engagement – interviews, meetings

• Estimation of what can be done, how long it will take 

(potential phases) & resources needed 
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MSGC are here in the 

process 



MSGC IPCA Preliminary Concept

Two study areas (Wolf Lake/Lakeland and North 

Buck/Amisk Lake) have been identified by the 8 

Metis Settlements for their cultural, spiritual, and 

ecological significance.

MSGC are exploring opportunities to have parcels of 

these areas protected through an Indigenous 

Protected and Conserved Area (IPCA) model. 



IPCA Study Areas

Study Area B - North 

Buck Lake/ Amisk 

Lake

Study Area A - Wolf 

Lake/Lakeland
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Summary: Study Area A - Wolf Lake/Touchwood
Historic Context and Cultural Importance

Former Touchwood 

Settlement

Key Fishing Area

Medicinal Plants

/Berries

Hunting (H) /

Trapping (T)

T

H

H

T

H

Former Wolf Lake  

Settlement



Need to verify 

lease status

Need to verify lease 

status

Summary: Study Area A – Wolf Lake/Touchwood
Current Land Use



Summary: Study Area B – North Buck Lake/Amisk Lake
Historic Context and Cultural Importance

Key Fishing Area

Medicinal Plants

/Berries

Hunting (H) /

Trapping (T)\

Homestead/camps

H

T



Summary: Study Area B – North Buck Lake/Amisk Lake
Current Land Use



Considerations for a possible IPCA proposal

❑ Need for Provincial and/or Federal Governments support

❑ Northern Alberta areas have landowners and leaseholders

❑ Includes visitors, tourists and non-residents who access the region

❑ Some oil industry activity and over time will change with markets 

❑ Land uses vary from market (e.g., Oil lease) to non-market uses (e.g., 

wildlife)

❑ Connections to government policy e.g. climate policy, water 

(quality/quantity), land use, wetland 
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Considerations for a possible IPCA proposal

❑ Retain and enhance Indigenous cultural and historic connections

❑ Opportunities to collaborate with other Indigenous communities and 

key stakeholders

❑ Opportunities to conserve and improve habitat for species at risk 

❑ Potential for wetland and habitat restoration

❑ Indigenous led guardian and monitoring programs

❑ Supports economic opportunities for sustainable land based (low 

impact) activities  e.g. recreation, tourism
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❑How would an IPCA affect you? Benefits & Risks?

❑Would you support the IPCA concept? Why? Or why 

not?

Stakeholders - Questions
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❑ Please complete the survey for us

❑ We will hold engagement sessions with key stakeholder 

representatives up to end of November

❑ Stakeholder input will be compiled in a Feasibility Report for the 

MSGC – Deadline December 31, 2022

❑ MSGC plans to share the Feasibility Report with the Government 

of Alberta and MSGC will include recommendations on:

❑ If MSGC plans to propose an IPCA approach for potential 

conserved areas

❑ How Indigenous culture, knowledge and language could be 

incorporated in management of potential conservation areas

❑ Specific parcels of land that may be feasible to protect and 

conserve

Next steps 
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Thank you

IPCA Feasibility Study Project  Contacts: 

Metis Settlements General Council

Erin McGregor, consultation@msgc.ca

Solstice Environmental Management

Carrie Selin, cselin@solsticecanada.com

Toma Consulting, Inc.

Darrell Toma, dtoma@shaw.ca
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